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The Positive Benefits
ofthe Large-scale
Carbon Credit Project
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Madhya Pradesh, situated in central India, faces the brunt of
climate change with extreme weather, shifting rainfall, and pest
invasions. Inresponse, IMPCAwith its partner VNV Advisory
has taken bold action, initiating a significant carbon credit proj-

ectfocused on building climate
( resilience and sustainable farming in
Madhya Pradesh. This effortis
aimed at empowering local farmers

& & - with crucial insights and resources to

™ - manage the challenges broughtby a
. L changing climate.

A K Atthe heart of this project lies the

' drive to ensure long-term success for
i | Madhya Pradesh's farmers and fos-
ter sustainability. Akey aspect
involves helping farmers expand
theirincome avenues. Traditionally,
farmers rely on a single crop, expos-
ing them to unforeseen setbacks. To counter this vulnerability,
the project encourages farmers to explore alternate sources of
income, such as agroforestry and non-timber forest products.
This not only boosts their earnings but also shields them from
uncertainties, strengthening their financial stability.

The project also highlights the significance of trees in farm-
ing. Trees offer shade, shielding plants from intense sunlight
and nurturing their health. Moreover, they aid in conserving
water, retaining moisture, and enhancing the land's fertility.
Additionally, trees act as carbon absorbers, playing a pivotal role
in combating climate change by trapping carbon dioxide from
the air.

Engaging in this project yields a host of benefits for farmers.
By adopting sustainable farming practices and embracing agro-
forestry, farmers not only augment theirincome through non-
timber forest product sales but also contribute to environmental
preservation.

Furthermore, the project facilitates a dynamic exchange of
knowledge and collaboration among farmers. It creates plat-
forms for training, shared experiences, and exposure to innova-
tive farming methods and climate adaptation tactics. This collec-
tive approach nurtures a sense of camaraderie and assistance
within the farming community, empowering farmers to collec-
tively overcome the challenges posed by climate change.

Inessence, VNV and IMPCA's endeavor in Madhya Pradesh
empowers farmers by equipping them with vital tools and
insights to tackle climate change, broaden theirincome sources,
and be stewards of the environment. By partaking in this initia-
tive, farmers secure a brighter future for themselves and their
families, while also contributing to sustainable agriculture and
climate resilience in their region.

\ mSupriya Patil
Director IMPCA
Services PvtLTD
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Treesforlivelihoodstothe
Farmers of Madhya

B Bikrant Tiwari
Director IMPCA Services
PvtLTD

Madhya Pradesh relies
heavily on farming for its peo-
ple's livelihoods. IMPCAwith its
partner VNV Advisory is running
aproject called "Trees for
Livelihoods" in Narmadapuram
and Sehore districts to assist
farmers. This project offers Teak
and Bamboo saplings to farm-
ers, aiming to provide economic
stability, protect the environ-
ment, and ensure lasting success.

Asignificant advantage of the projectlies in its soil-
enhancing effects. Strategically planting trees along
farmland edges combats soil erosion and enriches the
soil. Fallen leaves and organic matter from trees
improve soil quality, leading to better crops and reduced
reliance on costly chemicals. Teak and Bamboo trees,
with their extensive roots, effectively anchor soil, espe-
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cially during heavy rains. These roots aid water reten-
tion, minimizing drought risks and ensuring crops stay
nourished. Tree shade preserves soil coolness, curbing
excessive water evaporation and fostering soil health
by encouraging beneficial organisms.

Furthermore, the project nurtures biodiversity con-
servation and restoration. Planting trees around farm-
land creates corridors for diverse animals and plants to
flourish. This promotes a balanced ecosystem and aids
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in essential pollination for fruitand
seed production.

The projectisn'tjust beneficial for
the environment; it widens income
avenues for farmers. Diversified
income streams shield farmers from
weather fluctuations, pests, and crop
prices. This project acts as a future
investment. Instead of relying solely
on one crop, farmers can earn from
timber and fruit sales. Teak trees yield
high-quality timber after 20-25 years,

~ % fetchingaround INR20,000. Bamboo

farmers.

can be harvested every 5 years, with
each shoot selling for approximately
INR 50-60. Integrating fruit trees
alongside Teak and Bamboo adds

" | anotherrevenue source. Selling fruits

like mangoes, jackfruit, or guavas
throughout the year boosts earnings
and diversifies income.

Forlasting success, sustainable

- tree harvestingis vital. Trees are

removed carefully, allowing new
growthintheir place. Leaving tree
stumps enables new shoots to flourish
and become trees, maintaining forest
health and ecological balance.

Given the substantial demand for timber domestical-
ly and internationally, with applications in construction,
furniture, and more, Timber associations in Madhya
Pradesh ensure fair pricing for farmer products.

This project holds immense potential for
Narmadapuram and Sehore farmers, painting a prom-
ising future for a greener, more prosperous Madhya
Pradesh with the collective efforts of thousands of
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